18                        INTKODUCTOBY LECTURE.
An Avestic Prayer.
1.  'Blessed is he, blessed is every one, to -whom Ahura-mazda, ruling by his own will, shall grant the two everlasting powers  (health  and  immortality).    For this  very good I beseech Thee.    Mayest Thou through Thy angel of P*ety, give me happiness, the good true things, and the possession of the good mind.
2.  I believe Thee to be the best being of all, the source of light for the world.    Every one shall believe  in Thee as the source of light; Thee, 0 Mazda, most beneficent spirit! Thou createdst all good true things by means of the power of Thy good mind at any time} and promisedst us a long life.
4.  I will believe Thee to be the powerful benefactor, O Mazda!    For Thou givest with Thy hand, filled with helps, good to the righteous man, as well as to the wicked, by means  of the warmth of the fire strengthening  the good things.    For this reason the vigour of the good mind has fallen to my lot.
5.  Thus  I believed in Thee,  0  Ahuramazda!   as   the furtherer of what is good; because I beheld Thee to be the primeval cause of life in the creation; for Thou, who hast rewards for deeds and words, hast given evil to the bad and good to the good.    I will believe in Thee, 0 Ahura 1 in the last period of the world.
6.  In whatever period of my life I believed in Thee, O Mazda, munificent spirit 1 in that Thou earnest with wealth, and with the good mind through whose actions our settlements thrive......'
(M. Haug, Essays on the Parsis, p. 155 seq., from Yasna XLIII. 1-6; see also Mills, 8. B. E.t vol. xxxi. p. 98.)